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Week 2 Assignment Template  

Sustainable Living Guide Contributions, Part Two of Four:  
Sustaining our Agricultural Resources
Soil erosion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Soil erosion is defined in agriculture as the process through which the topsoil of a field wears away due to natural causes such as wind or water. Human activities related to farming such as tillage can also cause soil erosion. When soil erosion occurs, the top layer of the soil is detached and relocated somewhere else carrying all the organic matter, life of the soil as well as fertility. Understanding soil erosion can be key to preventing it (Morgan, 2019). There is a need to take action to curb soil erosion as it can reduce the agricultural productivity of a piece of land when not contained. People can be educated on soil erosion and some of the practices they can enact or avoid to prevent soil erosion as a way of promoting better farming. 
There are different ways through which soil erosion can affect the level and way of life for humans. Soil erosion by wind increases the amount of dust in the air which may easily cause respiratory complications for humans. When water or wind sweeps the topsoil away, it carries all nutrients necessary for agricultural productivity. This may affect farming and food security when not well contained as it can influence low crop productivity (Pimentel, & Burgess, 2017). Soil erosion can be deposited in water resources contaminating them and making them less reliable for different activities. The soil swept away, for instance, may contain pesticides which is a major water pollutant. 
Maintaining a perennial plant cover can be a way of reducing soil erosion. Plant cover can reduce the strength of the wind from reaching the soil surface preventing the soil from being eroded (Morgan, 2019).  Building trenches in areas with steep slopes can reduce soil erosion by water or wind. Reducing soil erosion will help in preserving the top layer of the soil which has various productivity advantages for farmers. Preventing soil erosion in areas with high agricultural activity can reduce the chances of water pollution from agricultural chemicals which may be harmful to human health (Pimentel, & Burgess, 2017). 
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